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Since 2015, he has been CEO of PalmElit, a 

company dedicated to oil palm breeding.

Prior to his current position, he was scientific 

director of PalmElit and head of the CIRAD 

research unit "Oil Palm Breeding".

He has more than 40 years of experience in 

oil palm breeding, particularly in breeding for 

disease resistance and tissue culture.

His responsibilities include science policy 

and research management audits and 

leading scientific and technical support visits 

to Africa, Latin America, and Asia.

Dr. Tristan Durand-Gasselin holds a Ph.D. 

from the Ecole Nationale Supérieure 

d'Agronomie de Montpellier .
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